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PURPOSE

This booklet is designed to be a guide to helpplan your wedding. It is intended to
give you information about the policies and proceduat Christ the King Lutheran
Church in the celebration of marriage. The pastamd music staff and the wedding
coordinator are available to answer your questansto help you plan your wedding.

THE CHRISTIAN MARRIAGE RITE

A Christian marriage, ordained of God, is intendesl a life-long and singular

commitment. It is undertaken by two who shareith fia their Lord and a willingness

to commit their lives to be together in service God and humankind. Such a
commitment demands not only love, but gentlenedtcentrol, maturity and many of

the other qualities described in Galatians 5:22ldDadrinthians 13.

SCHEDULING YOUR WEDDING

1. Early Arrangements

A wedding date will be considered reserved as sa®rithe appropriate fee is

received and the wedding arrangement sheet hadibedrout.

« 3:30pm is the latest a Saturday wedding may bedsitée due to evening worship
services. The Worship Center must be availablevanship set up no later than
4:30pm.

« An unsupervised nursery is available at Christkhy. Couples that plan to use
the nursery must provide adult supervision durimg time of its use. A privacy
room, separated from the worship space by glasgwiays available. All rooms
to be used on the day of the wedding (and rehgarsat be specified ahead of
time.

2. The Pastors

It is important to first discuss your wedding plasish one of the pastors in order

to reserve a date. This should be done as eagpssble to avoid any conflicts

on the church or pastoral schedule.

- We will attempt to respect your choice of any pastothe staff of Christ the King
for your ceremony. If a scheduling conflict arisegh the pastor you have
chosen, one of the other staff pastors will perfgroar wedding, depending on
availability.

« Weddings may not be possible on or around certaliddy weekends. Some
holidays such as Easter, may occur in varying nenflease check with a pastor.

 Visiting clergy are welcome at Christ the King. €lpossibility of participation by
visiting clergy should be discussed well in advance
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SAMPLE MARRIAGE VOWS

| take you, to be my wife/husbandifthis day forward, to join with
you and share all that is to come and with the bélgod, | promise to be faithful to
you until death parts us.

I, take you, to be egded wife/husband, to have and
to hold from this day forward, for better, for werdor richer, for poorer, in sickness
and in health, to love and to cherish till deathve® part, according to God's holy
ordinance; | pledge to you my faithfulness.

, | take you to be my wife/husbfrach this time onward, to join
with you and share all that is to come, to give tmreceive, to speak and to listen, to
inspire and to respond, and in all circumstancesuoflife together to be loyal to you
with my whole life and with all my being.

| take you, to be my wife/husbahghromise before God and these
witnesses to be your faithful husband/wife, to shaith you in plenty and in want, in

joy and in sorrow, in sickness and in health, tgifee and strengthen you and to join
with you so that together we may serve God andrstag long as we both shall live.

| take you, , to be my wife/hndband these things | promise
you: | will be faithful to you and honest with you will respect, trust, help and care
for you; | will share my life with you; | will fagive you as we have been forgiven;
and | will try with you better to understand oukss, the world, and God; through
the best and the worst of what is to come as lengealive.

, | want to live with you justyas are. | will be honest with you

and forgive you, just as God has forgiven me.velgou for what you are to me and
for what you are to others. With Christ as my guitlwill attempt to provide the

unconditional love needed for your health and ghowitchoose you above all others,
and promise to be faithful to you as long as liie@es.

QOLADLADY

3. The Wedding Coordinator

Our wedding coordinator is an excellent resouraesqgre who will be able to help you
with decisions concerning the invitations, cakeywirs, photography, guest book,
receptions either at the church or elsewhere, $tee should be contacted along with the
church office at the same time that you schedul@ yeedding with the pastor. The
wedding coordinator will instruct the custodian ceming your special requests.

4. Organist / Pianist

Normally, the organist of Christ The King is avaiato participate in weddings that are
scheduled well in advance. It is important to eshthe church organist well in advance
of your wedding. The organist is normally avai@bdr rehearsals and is also willing to
assist in the selection of music for your weddirihe organist’s fee ($150) is separate
from any church fee and should be discussed wehotiganist prior to your wedding.
Music for the wedding should be chosen in consoltawith the organist/pianist.

5. Vocalist(s)

There are several vocalists who are members o5Chhie King that would be happy to
be a part of your wedding. If you have not sekéaevocalist for your wedding, the
organist or the pastor will be willing to help ywmuselecting one.

6. Custodian

The custodian will set up for your wedding, be prégo open the church, secure needed
items, respond to any emergency and clean up a&tdrwlt is a job of several hours,
which would be greatly aided by your conscientiocase of our church facility. Please
be sure to inform the pastor when meeting with hen/of the time you wish the build-
ing open for your wedding.

7. Photographer

+  We recommend that pictures be taken before theicgerv Picturesmust be
completed 30 minutes prior to the ceremony.

+ Videotaping is permissible using natural lightingdaa fixed camera position. Final

arrangements should be made prior to or at thearshe The pastor has final

authority to approve locations for video cameras.

No flash pictures are permitted during the worstepvice. Please ask your friends

and family to honor this policy. A statement oistpolicy in your wedding bulletin

is especially helpful.

+ A non-edited video remembrance of your wedding/alable on request for a fee.



8. Florist

- Large floral bouquets should not be placed on ttee ar in a position to obstruct
the view of the chancel furnishings. Decoratingha sanctuary and the moving of
church furniture in any manner should have the agadrof pastor and custodian.

« The church does not have an aisle runner and duedlow the use of one.

- The florist should be instructed to deliver thedatiflowers and boutonnieres to the
Fireside Room, making sure arrangements have beste rfor the church to be
open.

PRE-MARRIAGE EXPECTATIONS

1. Pre-marital Sessions with the Pastor

The officiating pastor will normally meet with cdep three times in preparation for the
wedding. The first session should occur as sodhesvedding date is scheduled. The
second session will primarily focus on tRREPARE inventory. Session three will
cover the details of the ceremony.

2. Prepare Inventory

The PREPARE program was developed to help you improve compaimmn with each
other about your feelings and ideas on a varietyimportant topics in your
relationship. This is a scientifically developeagegtionnaire, which you and your part-
ner fill out individually on-line. Based on youresponses, a personalized
computerized report is developed which identifiesirystrengths as a couple as well as
areas that need growth. This report is a summiahpw each of you see your relation-
ship. It is not a test and is not used to deteenifiyou should marry. You will have a
feedback session with a pastor who will discussstinamary of your feelings as pre-
sented in thREPARE computer report.

3. Marriage Preparation Workshops

This one-day workshop is coordinated by Lutheraci@dervices in conjunction with
Christ the King and other congregations in the camity. Through this workshop you
and your partner will have the opportunity to gagw and helpful information about
each other and become more aware of your strengshsa couple as well as
identify areas that need growth.

REVIEW OF THINGS TO DO
3-6 MONTHS OR MORE PRIOR
-Reserve the church
-Begin pastoral appointments and Marriage &apn Workshop with LSS
-Contact musicians, organist, photographerid
-Reserve reception facilities and servers

1-2 MONTHS PRIOR
-Re-confirm all dates and times
-Complete pre-marital sessions with pastor
-Complete music selection
-Apply for marriage license
-Invitations

-A map of the Mankato area with location a# tthurch are available in the office

2 WEEKSPRIOR
-Wedding Coordinator contacts you confirmiregails/costs.
-Confirm all times/expectations

1 WEEK PRIOR
-Bring in license, all fees
-Proof bulletin
-Make arrangements for decorating the church
-Bring unity candle, bulletins, guest registdc. to rehearsal

PHONE NUMBERS

Christ the King Lutheran Church — 507-345-5056

Christ the King Lutheran Church Fax — 507-345-6115
e-mail — amyo@ctkmankato.org

Wedding Coordinator — Betty Hodgkins — 507-388-388@me)

Organist / Pianist — Charles Hoogland—church &xt-%507-345-5302 (Home)
e-mail—chuckh@ctkmankato.org

Pastor John Petersen—church ext. 24 — 507-388-¢i@3¢e)
e-mail — johnp@ctkmankato.org

Pastor Patrick Patterson—church ext. 23 — 507-B3-4Home)
e-mail — patrickp@ctkmankato.org

Pastor Steve Kidder—church ext. 26 — 507-625-3Hiftr(e)
e-mail — stevek@ctkmankato.org

Custodian—Mark Thompson—church ext. 11— 507-38741(50bme)
e-mail—markt@ctkmankato.org



5. Christ the King Building Policies

« A NO SMOKING policy is in effect at all times throughout theiesnthurch building.
Please inform your guests.

+ Alcoholic beveragesare NOT PERMITTED on church property.

- The throwing of rice is not permitted.

« Seasonal church decorations will remain in place.

- Sound system will be operated by Christ the Kiradfsinly.

FEES

Wedding Fee

Member: $250; Non-Member: $450

This fee includes a reservation deposit, custdém|PREPARE fee, and other expenses
the church incurs providing facility and staff filre wedding. This does not include an
honorarium for the pastor or the Wedding Coordinato

All music fees will be charged by and can be disedswith the church organist/pianist.
The typical fee is $150.

PREPARE counseling for couples married elsewhere is $100.
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THE MARRIAGE RITE

1. The Service

The normal order for the Rite of Marriage followdocamat in ELW page 286. There

are a number of options within that service inahgdchoices of vows, which the pastor
will discuss with you. Considerations of otherner of service should be discussed
with the pastor well in advance. For orders of stp, please also confer with the
pastor well in advance.

SUGGESTED SCRIPTURE READINGS:
Genesis 1:26-31 Matthew 7:24-27 17-20

Genesis 2:18-24 Matthew 19:4-6 | Corinthians 13:1-13
Song of Solomon 8:6-7a Matthew 22:35-40 Ephesians 4:29-32

Ruth 1:16-17 Mark 10:6-9 Ephesians 5:1-2
Psalm 203:17-18 John 2:1-11 Ephesians 5:22-25
Psalm 127:1-2 John 15:9-17 Colossians 3:12-17
Psalm 128:1-4 John 17:26 | Peter 3:1-9

Jeremiah 17:7-8
Jeremiah 32:38-39
Matthew 5:1-12a

2. Your Wedding Music

Appropriate wedding music will enhance and bi&ayour wedding celebration. You
are encouraged to discuss your music ideas withptstor well in advance of your
wedding date before final decisions are made oec8ehs and musicians. The lyrics
(message) of the vocal music you select should dmsistent with the Christian
celebration of the marriage service.

If you are uncertain about what is appropriate mémi the Christian wedding service,
the pastor or music staff will be able to assist yoth some suggestions, and also give
you an opportunity to hear some of the selectianshe organ. Music selection should
be completed at least one month prior to the wegdin

Soloists should rehearse with the organist ratrumentalist at least once in the
sanctuary to become familiar with our church. wlhearsalsnust be scheduled through
the church office

Christ the King has a pipe organ and grandgarailable for the ceremony. Christ the
King strongly discourages the use of pre-recordadim

Coordination of all instrumentalists should dene well in advance of the wedding
date. Music for the weddingiust be chosen in consultation with the organist/
pianist. 4

Romans 8:31b-35, 37-39 1John 4:7-12
| Corinthians 3:10-17
| Corinthians 6:13c-15a,



3. Holy Communion

The bridal couple may wish to celebrate their nagyei with Holy Communion. All in
attendance may partake of this sacrament. It ghbelnoted that the Altar Guild of
CTK will need to be available to prepare for Holpr@munion and care for the altar
ware following the service. Members of the weddiagty may be asked to help serve
Holy Communion

4. Decorations

Decorations can enhance the beauty of your weddaigbration. Flowers, extra

candles, etc. are arranged through a florist by lthdal couple. Placement of

decorations prior to the wedding service and tremoval after the wedding service are
the responsibility of the wedding party. Decoraticshould NOT be attached with

tacks, nails, super-stick tape, etc. All seaschalch decorations must be left in place.
All decorating plans should be discussed with tast@r or wedding coordinator ahead
of time, as there are certain ecclesiastical rglinde considered.

5. Candles

Christ the King must approve the placement andstyeall candles and candle stands.
If candelabra are to be used, the bridal couplet ma&e arrangements to have them put
in position prior to the service, and removed imratady following. When candelabra
are used, some type of wax drip protection musidsel such as glass chimneys or wide
candleholders. Please discuss the use of aislelesamdth the pastor or wedding
coordinator.

6. Unity Candle

The lighting of a unity candle can be a meaningfdtlition to the wedding service.
Usually three candles are used in a way that asctme gift of family life, the
commitment of the bride and groom to each otherwdtichately God's commitment to
the wedding couple. Unity sand may also be inc@ieal into the wedding service.

7. Rehearsal

The wedding rehearsal is usually scheduled the iegemefore the wedding.
Occasionally the pastor's schedule requires aneeadhearsal. In addition to the
pastor, wedding coordinator and organist (optiobat helpful) being present, the
[following are asked to attend: the bride, groolihatéendants, ushers and parents. We
ask that we begin promptly as scheduled. The rehkewill normally last 45 minutes.

8. Wedding Bulletin

The wedding bulletin is a guide for worship as wedl a treasured memento for those

attending the service. The order of service, cegational participation and names of

participants are printed inside. The wedding co@idr can provide you with sample

bulletins. The information to be included in thaletin should be proofed by the pastor

before it goes to print. Please remember to irechhe following wording in the bulletin...
Please do not use flash photography during the worship service.

DETAILS

1. Church Hours
Church office hours are listed below. The chuschpened one hour prior to the scheduled
wedding rehearsal time, unless other arrangememtsmade. Please inform florists,
caterers, and others about this policy so that widyome at the time the church is open.
September through May 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. — Monday through Thursday

8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. — Friday

Closed Saturday/Sunday

June through August 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. — Monday through Thuysda

Closed Friday/Saturday/Sunday

On the day of your wedding, the church will be ofmginning at 9:00am unless other
arrangements are made.

2. Dressing for the Service

The women of the bridal party may dress at the a@hun a room designated by the
wedding coordinator. Men of the bridal party upuabme dressed in their formal wear.
If they wish to dress at the church, they may us#leer room designated by the wedding
coordinator. CTK is not responsible for bridal gmaeft in the building.

3. Purses, Cameras, Gifts and other Valuables

Appoint a member of the family or a friend to bepensible for purses, valuables, etc., so
that they are not left unattended in the dressiagnr or elsewhere. Christ the King is not
responsible for any valuables.

4. The Marriage License

This may be obtained from the Clerk of Court at aounty courthouse in the state of
Minnesota. In Mankato the Blue Earth County Coomte is located at 410 S. 5th St.
Both parties must be of legal age or have a pdreotasent. If either party has been
previously married, they must know the date ofaligson. The license should be brought
to the church office at least one week prior toweelding. Contact the courthou%e

for current fees and legal requirements.



